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A guide to
Best Start Grant

Dignity, fairness, respect.



How clients can contact us
and get more information

*Visit mygov.scot for
iInformation on the benefits
we will be delivering

*Freephone client helpline:
0800 182 2222, 8am to 6pm,
Monday to Friday.




Best Start Grant: the policy intent

* The extra money will help decrease the financial pressures
on the household

e reduce negative effects of financial pressures on maternal
health, mental health and family relationships

® contribute to Scottish Government's work to eradicate
child poverty.
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Best Start Grant: the benefit

* The Scottish Government will replace the Sure Start
Maternity Grant with the Best Start Grant Pregnancy and
Baby Payment in Scotland before Christmas 2018

* The Scottish Government will add two new Best Start Grant
payments at key transitions in early years before Summer 2019 _

* Healthy Start Vouchers is being replaced by Best Start
Foods before Summer 2019 and will be integrated
with the Best Start Grant, meaning clients will only
need to make one application.
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What is Best Start Grant?

Best Start Grant is a package of three payments

How much is the payment? When you apply

Pregnancy and £600 for first child 24 weeks of pregnancy up to six months

Birth Payment after the birth
£300 any subsequent children

Where there is a change to responsibility
for the child the window is extended to 12
months

Additional £300 if it is a multiple birth

Early Learning Payment £250 From the child’s 2nd birthday up to six
months after the child's 3rd birthday

You do not need to take up a place at
nursery to get the payment.

School Age Payment £250 From 1 June in the year that the child would
normally start school until 28 February the
following year.

You do not need to take up a place at
school to get the payment.






